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large reserves of water-power in the neighbouring valleys. The
lignite is found along the site of ancient swamps which lay at the
foot of the Erzgebirge, the chief centres of production being at
Host1 and Falknov. Prior to 1914 over 40 per cent of the lignite
mined was exported, but with the development of the Saxon fields
the demand for it in Germany is now declining. The textile indus-
tries are found chiefly in the basin of the Upper Elbe, in the north-
east of the country, where water-power can be obtained from the
Sudetic mountains. Liberec2 and \Varnsdorf are engaged in spin-
ning and weaving cotton goods; woollens are also manufactured
at Liberec, and linens at Trutnov and Rumburk. Glass is made
in the north o! the country, where quartz can be obtained from
the sandstone and fuel from the forest, though with the increased
use of chemicals, coal is now frequently used in place of wood.
Bor,3 Steinschonaii* and Jablonec4 are among the principal seats
of the industry.. Karlovy Vary,5 besides being a famous spa, is the
Centre of the porcelain industry, as kaolin is found in the granitic
hills in the neighbourhood. Paper mills are mostly situated near
the mountains, where water-power is available.
CENTRAL BOHEMIA. The soils of this region are not so fertile
as they are in the Bohemian lowland, but in places the land is well
cultivated and cereals are grown. The coalfields which lie on the
margins of the older Palaeozoic rocks are tlje most important in
Bohemia, and coal is mined at Kladno and Slany, to the north-west,
and at Rakovnik to the west of Prague, and in the country about
Pilsen. iron ore occurs between Prague and Pilsen, and is worked
at Nucice and Krasnahora. The proximity of coal and iron has
led to the development of iron and steel industries at Kladno,
Prague, and Pilsen; but local supplies of both minerals have now
to be supplemented from elsewhere. Pilsen, which obtains its
barley from the valley of the Elbe and from the Hana in Moravia,
and its hops from Zatec, has world-famous breweries. Prague, the
capital of the country, is an important industrial centre, and manu-
factures textiles, glass, beer, and other articles.
THE BOHEMIAN PLATEAU. In this region, which covers the south
of Bohemia and extends into Moravia, the soils upon the Archaean
rocks are generally poor and infertile, and it is interesting to note
** Brfcx.        * Relcfaenberg.        * Haid.        * Gabionz.
* Carlsbad.